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Abstract

This academic article synthesizes the address delivered on the
occasion of the 125th anniversary of the presence of the Brothers of St.
Gabriel in Thailand. The article examines the identity and mission of
Montfortian Gabrielite education through the lens of Pope Leo XIV’s
encyclical Magnifica Humanitas ("Magnificent Humanity"). Key themes
include the construction of an "educational pact" (educational alliance)
between schools, families, and society; navigating the urgent challenges
posed by the digital age; cultivating spaces of listening and shared
responsibility; promoting core educational values such as moderation, limits,
responsibility, transcendence, and the common good; and expressing
gratitude to all educational collaborators while building a sustainable future
together.
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1. Introduction and Historical Context: 125 Years of Living Mission

The celebration of the 125th anniversary of the presence of the
Brothers of St. Gabriel in Thailand marks not only a milestone in historical
remembrance, but a living history to be contemplated with gratitude. Over
125 years of education, service, and daily dedication, Montfortian Gabrielite
schools have become spaces of learning and homes of human, spiritual, and
cultural growth where young people discover their talents to serve others.
Address delivered to Rev. Bro. Surakit S., Provincial Superior of Thailand,
alongside Brothers, administrators, teachers, collaborators, and friends of
the Montfortian family.

This educational tradition originated from Saint Louis-Marie Grignion
de Montfort, who viewed education as an act of love and liberation, and was
powerfully renewed by Father Gabriel Deshayes, who recognized the
necessity of educating fragile and disadvantaged youth. In Thailand, this



mission was established 125 years ago by five pioneer Brothers from France:
Brothers Martin de Tours, Gabriel Ferretti, Auguste, Abel, and Hilaire.

Under the theme "Montfortian Gabrielite education, as an educational pact,
in the light of the recent encyclical of Pope Leo XIV: Magnifica Humanitas -
magnificent humanity," the educational mission is re-examined in the
contemporary context.

2. The Montfortian Gabrielite School: An Educational Alliance That Brings
the Mission to Life

According to the Manual of Good Governance of Montfortian Gabrielite
Schools, Montfortian schools thrive on active collaboration between
teachers, school leaders, parents, students, and external partners. However, a
contemporary risk exists where families tend to delegate the entire
educational  task—such as teaching respect, discipline, and
punctuality—solely to the school.

In digital education, students frequently arrive at school with
home-formed habits, such as unlimited phone usage, difficulty turning off
devices, impulsive responses, and trouble concentrating. When families
abdicate setting boundaries at home, school guidance becomes fragile and
incomplete. Similarly, regarding personal responsibility, when students face
unfinished assignments or behavioral issues, the response should not be
asking the school to lower expectations, but guiding students to accept
responsibility for their actions.

The educational pact cannot be reduced to a commercial service
relationship. The school is not an agency replacing the family, but a
companion on the journey and a supporting community. Education is a
"choral work" requiring mutual trust, shared language, and collective
commitment from leaders, teachers, and parents alike.

3. The Challenges of the Digital Age: An Urgency That Requires Unity

In the encyclical Magnifica Humanitas, Pope Leo XIV analyzes
contemporary culture, denouncing a "culture of immediacy" that creates
fatigue, boredom, and apathy toward seeking the truth (n. 139). Early and
unmediated exposure to digital devices negatively impacts sleep, attention,
emotional regulation, and interpersonal relationships.



The Pope stresses that parents alone cannot withstand the commercial
pressure monetizing youth attention and time. Consequently, he calls for "an
alliance among policy-makers, educational institutions and families that is
capable of concretely supporting adults in this task" (n. 142). Montfortian
Gabrielite schools are summoned to act as "strongholds of humanity,"
guiding youth so that technology does not render human critical thought
unnecessary.

4. The School as a Space of Listening and Shared Responsibility

The Manual of Good Governance emphasizes that schools must be listening
spaces for student voices, where parents are active protagonists and teachers
serve as integral educators, spiritual guides, and witnesses of values. The
educational pact is operationalized through five strategic pillars:

. Parental Participation in Governance: Involving parents in advisory
committees and regular meetings to reflect on educational priorities,
school climate, and institutional decisions.

. Family Training Programs: Offering formation on digital safety,
affective education, emotional growth, and spiritual accompaniment to
assist parents in addressing peer pressure, performance anxiety, and
hidden loneliness.

. Transparent Communication: Facing academic or behavioral
difficulties together constructively, avoiding both accusation and
automatic defense.

. Teacher Appreciation: Caring for educators through ongoing
formation, shared leadership, spiritual accompaniment, and
recognition of their guiding role.

. Promotion of Student Leadership: Fostering student agency so they
become responsible citizens capable of discernment.

5. The School as an Ally of Families: A Shared Responsibility

Citing Magnifica Humanitas (n. 143), the school is the environment
where young people learn to seek and love the truth, while parents retain the
primary and inalienable right to choose the education for their children. The
school does not replace the family but supports it; it does not impose but
proposes; it educates with parents rather than in place of parents. For 125



years in Thailand, the Brothers of St. Gabriel have embodied this principle by
offering inclusive education to students from all backgrounds, preparing
generations of leaders and committed citizens.

6. Educating to Truth, Sobriety, Responsibility, and the Essential
Dimensions of Human Formation

In accordance with Magnifica Humanitas (n. 147), Montfortian education
must cultivate five fundamental orientations:

Sense of Moderation: Helping students distinguish the necessary from
the superfluous in a consumer-driven world, recognizing that freedom
grows in knowing when to say "enough".

Sense of Limits: Teaching that physical, temporal, relational, and
digital limits are conditions for maturity, patience, and self-control.
Responsibility: Understanding that personal choices carry direct
consequences in study, speech, technology use, and social actions.
Sense of Transcendence: Nurturing interiority, silence, prayer, and
gratitude, reminding youth that human worth transcends efficiency,
tech, and self-image.

The Common Good: Training competent and generous citizens who
utilize their talents not as private privileges, but as gifts to serve family,
community, Thailand, and the world.

Furthermore, Montfortian schools must safeguard five core elements that
the digital realm cannot provide:

Shared Time: Preserving the slow, patient time required for personal
growth, reflection, and learning from mistakes.

Relationships:  Prioritizing  authentic  human  presence—the
encouraging gaze of a teacher and the supportive word of a peer—over
digital screens.

Silence: Providing quiet spaces for reflection, prayer, and interiority,
without which discernment is impossible.

Depth: Fostering critical intelligence to connect knowledge and seek
truth beyond superficial digital answers.

Real Encounter: Teaching face-to-face communion, active listening,
mutual accountability, dialogue, and forgiveness.



7. Gratitude to All Collaborators in the Educational Mission
The ongoing viability of the educational mission relies upon the dedicated
contributions of all members of the school community:

. Teachers: Transforming classrooms daily into spaces of growth and
hope.

« Administrators: Ensuring institutional quality, transparency, and
long-term sustainability.

. Non-Teaching Staff: Providing indispensable support, including
secretaries, technicians, security personnel, maintenance workers,
cooks, drivers, and school collaborators.

« Parents: Entrusting the school with their most precious children.

« Students: Serving as the joy and ultimate purpose of the mission.

. Brothers of St. Gabriel: Living as the witnessing beating heart of
Montfortian identity.

Together, these collaborators bring the foundational intuitions of Saint
Louis-Marie de Montfort and Father Gabriel Deshayes to life.

8. Conclusion: A Future to Build Together
The educational pact between schools and families is an essential imperative
for sustaining the Montfortian mission, protecting youth, and constructing a
more human, just, and solidary society. On this 125th jubilee, the Montfortian
educational community renews its commitment: to educate with the heart,
to educate with truth, and to educate with community. May the coming 125
years continue to serve as a shining sign of human dignity safeguarded and
promoted for future generations.
(Presented by Bro. Dionigi Taffarello, Superior General).
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